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We are writing to encourage the Commission to solicit additional feedback from the public on
the agency's recent proposal to relax its media ownership protections. We believe that the
proposed loosening of media ownership rules deserves a full and proper public field hearing with
the full Commission in attendance. It is critical that the agency's chief decision makers hear
directly from the public and stakeholders outside of the Washington DC regarding how the
proposed rule changes may affect the local media landscape.

In particular, we note that the Seattle market is one that would be impacted by the Commission's
proposed revision to the newspaper broadcast cross ownership rule. The Seattle media market is
ranked #12 in the nation and falls within the delineation point chosen by the Commission to
allow greater consolidation of local TV stations and daily newspapers. This type of consolidation
also has the potential to create additional hurdles for female and minority owners - already
severely underrepresented in Seattle and across the Nation. With such dramatic consequences at
stake for the people of Washington, we invite you and your fellow Commissioners to attend a
hearing in Seattle in the coming months.

While the Commission's practice of holding local hearings on this issue is well-established, it
has yet to hold similar public hearings in the context of the 20 I0 media ownership proceeding.
During the 2006 media ownership review, the Commission held no less than half a dozen official
hearings across the country with the full Commission in attendance. In 2006 and 2007, the city of
Seattle hosted two well-attended public events on the issue of media ownership rules where a
wealth of passionate testimony was provided.

As you may be aware, the 2007 hearing in Seattle was met with considerable criticism because
the Commission provided only five days notice and conducted no community outreach to
encourage attendance by the public. Moreover, it ultimately came to light that fonner Chainnan
Martin had already decided to relax the media ownership rules even before the 2007 Seattle
hearing was held. As a consequence, the Commission received a sharp rebuke from the U.S.
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Court of Appeals that last summer threw out the FCC's decision to relax its cross-ownership
rule.

We urge you not to repeat these past mistakes and invite the full Commission to attend a Seattle
hearing on this issue in early April or early May of this year. We are extending this invitation
well in advance so that adequate time and notice can be provided to give the people of Seattle a
meaningful opportunity to attend and participate in a hearing on this issue.

Thank you for your consideration of our invitation and we look forward to your visit in the near
future.

Sincerely,

~~~~c
MARIA CANTWELL
United States Senate

cc:
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell
Commissioner Mignon Clyburn
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April 5, 2012
,JULIUS GENACHOWSKI

CHAIRMAN

The Honorable Maria Cantwell
United States Senate
511 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Cantwell:

Thank you for your letter encouraging the Commission to consider holding a field
hearing in Seattle as part of its current Quadrennial Review of media ownership rules. I agree
about the importance of public participation in this proceeding, and will ensure that your letter is
included in the record of the proceeding.

The Commission has undertaken considerable public outreach in connection with this
proceeding. In the lead-up to the 20iO Quadrennial Review Notice o/inquiry, Commission staff
held a series of public workshops, including workshops in California, Florida, and South
Carolina. The data and information gathered from those workshops helped establish a
foundation for the tentative conclusions drawn in the Notice 0/Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM).
Outreach efforts so far have resulted in more than 100 comments and replies submitted for the
record. If the Commission considers scheduling any addition public workshops or hearings, we
will certainly consider Seattle.

Fundamental to the Commission's review is a concern that you also express 
understanding the effect of market and regulatory changes on ownership by women and
members of minority groups. A workshop on January 27, 2010 specifically examined how the
media ownership rules affect diversity issues, including the goal of promoting female and
minority ownership. The NPRM expressly targets inquiries into the effect of its proposals on
these groups.

I appreciate your thoughts on this matter. Please let me know if I can be of any further
assistance.

Si~

Julius Genachowski
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